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"I am a firm believer in the distance between the hand that

writes and the eye that reads. And this distance cannot be

augmented, because hand and eye are not located in the same
body,"
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation
By

Dr.Israr Ahmad

Surah At-Tawbah (9)
B35 853
Ayat 7 to 16
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Al-Tawbah 2

Before the conquest of Makkah, many Muslims felt uncertain and hesitant
about launching an attack on the sacred city. Some had family members in
Makkah, while many vulnerable Muslims who had been unable to migrate
remained trapped there. A widespread fear persisted that such an attack
might lead to severe bloodshed, putting these Muslims in grave danger.
Although events ultimately unfolded without the need for battle, these
concerns weighed heavily on the minds of many. Hypocrites further
exacerbated the situation by stoking fears and spreading anxiety among
the believers. Under these circumstances, these ayat were revealed to
prepare and motivate the Muslims for an attack on Makkah.

Ayah 7:
~ P N P ® ’ o2 E) P/
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How can such polytheists have a treaty with Allah and His
Messenger

It is essential to revisit the historical context in which these ayat were
revealed. Eatlier, a peace treaty—known as the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah—
had been established between the Muslims and the polytheists of
Makkah. However, the Quraysh violated this agreement when one of their
allied tribes broke the terms of the treaty. Realizing their mistake and the
gravity of the situation, the Quraysh sent their leader, Abu Sufyan, to
Madinah to request a renewal of the treaty from the Prophet il5i%. Upon
his arrival, Abu Sufyan sought the intercession of "Ali «s 4 o, and his
own daughter, Umm Habibah ke 4l s, who was one of the Mothers of
the Believers. However, neither offered him any support.

A particularly striking incident occurred at Umm Habibah e 4l )’
home. When Abu Sufyan entered, the Prophet &2it’s bedding was laid
out. As he moved to sit on it, Umm Habibah e &l s, stopped him,
saying, “Wait, Father!” Standing still, he watched as she folded the
bedding and then said, “Now, Father, you may sit.” For Abu Sufyan, this
was no small matter. He was the chief of the Quraysh, and the one
denying him the seat was his own daughter. Taken aback, he asked,
“Daughter, was the bedding unworthy of me, or was I unworthy of the
bedding?”” She replied firmly, “Father, you are unworthy of this bedding.
It belongs to the Messenger of Allah 5%, and you are a polytheist.”
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Al-Tawbah 3

Abu Sufyan was left speechless. Having come with the hope of seeking
his daughter’s intercession, he instead found himself facing rejection and
humiliation. The situation had turned entirely against him, likely leaving
him too disheartened to even voice his intended request.

Abu Sufyan eventually approached the Prophet sk to seek a renewal

of the treaty, but his request was declined. In such circumstances, some
might have whispered, “Behold, the leader of the Quraysh himself has
come, humbly pleading for peace. Wouldn’t it be better to agree to a
treaty? Why is the Prophet gk refusing reconciliation?”” In response, it
was declared that no treaty could remain valid for these polytheists. How
could any agreement still hold in the sight of Allah and His Messenger
Aisat? How could any responsibility for such pacts rest with Allah and
His Messenger (l5i%, given the polytheists’ betrayals?

S350 gl s 2506 1Y)
Except those you have made a treaty with at the Sacred
Mosque?

The treaty referred to here is the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah.
okEN ded @il &) 2301352220 2K0)36 65 G

So, as long as they are true to you, be true to them. Indeed
Allah loves those who are mindful "of Him".

This means that as long as the polytheists upheld the terms of the treaty,
you also honored it fully. However, now that they have broken it
themselves, you are no longer under any moral obligation to renew the
agreement.

The Prophet Azt was aware that the polytheists no longer possessed the
strength to oppose the Muslims. Renewing the agreement under such
circumstances would have effectively granted disbelief and polytheism
a fresh lease of existence—an opportunity to continue their
reprehensible activities unchecked. For this reason, the Prophet v
declined to renew the treaty.

Ayah 8:
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Al-Tawbah 4

How "can they have a treaty'? If they were to have the upper
hand over you, they would have no respect for kinship or
treaty.

How can any agreement be upheld with people whose conduct is such
that, if they were to gain dominance over you, they would neither honor
the bonds of kinship nor respect the sanctity of any agreement?

27 5% .
5//‘33[_}}55.5’5 ,':
They only flatter you with their tongues

Now that they have come seeking the renewal of the treaty, they resort to
flattery and appeasement in an attempt to win your favor.

€ L0 Y, vt e, 08 20\ Pk
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But their hearts are in denial, and most of them are
rebellious.

The words they speak do not reflect their true intentions. In their hearts,
they remain unwilling to genuinely commit to peace.
Ayah 9: ‘
2o &2 A Sy N Ve L
Ms CS bl e 1588
They chose a fleeting gain over Allah’s revelations

They disregarded Allah’s ayat and traded them for insignificant worldly
gains. Although they recognized Muhammad Al as Allah’s Messenger
and knew the truth, they rejected it solely to safeguard their positions of
authority. Yet, they will soon come to realize the enormity of their loss in
making such a ruinous bargain.

- b 1 - 2 4
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Hindering "others” from His Way. Evil indeed is what they
have done!

The verb 132 145 Lo encompasses both meanings: to hinder others and

to refrain oneself.

Ayah 10:
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Al-Tawbah 5

They do not honour the bonds of kinship or treaties with
the believers. o
s
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It is they who are the transgressors.
Ayah 11:
EENUR PR BRI AG T CRE
But if they r(;pent, perform prayer, and pay alms-tax, then
they are your brothers in faith.

Allah has left the door of repentance open for them even now. If they
embrace Islam and adhere to its practices, they can still become a part of
your religious community.
CISUEPTIEN [T
This is how We make the revelations clear for people of
knowledge.

Ayah 12:
But if they break their oaths after making a pledge and
attack your faith 5
Then fight the champions of disbelief—who never honour
their oaths

This is a critical and noteworthy point. While there were many
disbelievers and polytheists in the Arabian Peninsula, the command here
specifically targets the leaders of &ufr and shirk. The term *,a) &350
(leaders of disbelief) primarily referred to the Quraysh, who were the
custodians of the Ka'bah and the caretakers of idols worshipped by
various tribes. Additionally, Makkah, due to its political, economic, and
social centrality, held the prestigious status of Um al-gura (the mother of
all settlements) and was firmly under their control.

Although the Arabian Peninsula lacked a centralized government or
formal capital at that time, Makkah, being the focal town, served as its
symbolic capital. Unfortunately, the Quraysh had turned this sacred city
and the House of Allah into a hub of polytheism.
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Al-Tawbah 6

As long as the Quraysh maintained their dominance and Makkah
remained steeped in disbelief and shirk, the establishment of Islam’s
sovereignty across the Arabian Peninsula was inconceivable. For this
reason, the Quran issued the clear command: ;a:(.i\ & E " — Then
fight the champions of disbelief.” This directive underscores the
necessity of defeating the leaders of disbelief and dismantling the central
hub of shirk to pave the way for the complete establishment of the Deen

in the Arabian Peninsula.

@6,91.’: » 9“’/’,
So perhaps they will desist.

They may only relent if dealt with firmly; they are unlikely to respond to
gentleness.

Ayah 13:
IR IE01585 28I GE o
Will you not fight th/ose who have broken their oaths,
conspired to expel the Messenger "from Mecca’

O Muslims, it was the polytheists of Makkah who breached the Treaty
of Hudaybiyyah, while you honored the agreement without any
violation on your part. These are the very people who forced the
Messenger of Allah Al5i% into exile from Makkah. So why, now that you
are commanded to fight them, are some of you hesitant and uncertain?

b g
§52 3l
And attacked you first?

Whether it was their persecution of Muslims in Makkah, their instigation
of the Battle of Badr, or their violation of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, in
every act of injustice and breach of principles, they were always the ones
to initiate wrongdoing.

Do you fear them?

This is a searching question, prompting self-reflection: Look within
yourselves and examine your hearts—are you truly afraid of them? Has
cowardice overtaken you? Why are you hesitant and apprehensive about
taking action against the Quraysh?

[ o, .,L("I%' ;ﬁ; “'3 o oe o, 2“;
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Al-Tawbah 7
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Allah is more deserving of your fear, if you are "true’
believers.

Now, the final command to take action is being issued in clear and
unequivocal terms.

Ayah 14:
S5 L2, 5 Mz ,% 9 - L & 5f ) 999% .5 59 Jaa
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"So” fight them and Allah will punish them at your hands,
put them to shame, help you overcome them, and soothe
the hearts of the believers.

Ayah 15:
T8 K Cadds

Removing rage from their hearts.

Through this action, Allah will soothe the anguish and resentment in the
hearts of the Muslims, bringing them relief and comfort. Many Muslims
in Makkah were still enduring the oppression of the Quraysh, with
children, women, and the elderly subjected to ongoing persecution.
Therefore, when these oppressors are brought to justice as a result of
your attack, the pain and bitterness felt by the oppressed Muslims will be
alleviated to some extent.

) V/ﬁ , - P2 ‘!‘ P
@55 5306 4015 HLEI 4 P Al 33
And Allah pardons whoever He wills. For Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Wise.

Three ayat in the Quran begin with “3xi.s 27 all sharing a distinctive
tone and style. Two of these ayat have appeared earlier, with this being
the third instance. In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says: Langeas JRIIESN
{ ,‘,.’Q.‘.éu-g\ J& @.QJ/\&; ,,.’@(; [ﬂ;(Al—Baqarah: 214) “Do you think you will be
admitted into Paradise without being tested like those before you?” In
Surah Al-Imran, He poses the question: %) ,gia".;(ﬁ; s Jiss el JRINES T
{,,:(..5 l30es @ggj\(Al-Imrén: 142) “Do you think you will enter Paradise

without Allah proving which of you "truly’ struggled "for His cause’.”
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Al-Tawbah 8

And here, He states: {;Qg 130e~ u-w\ 40 ,,L; G5 135588 & Jiowe AL (At-
Tawbah: 16). These three ayat, which revolve around the same theme,
not only share similar wording but also exhibit an intriguing numerical
pattern: the sum of the digits in each ayah’s number is 7.

Ayah 16
;i’zf\,”'U.:u.nm\,,s.;:u,\;m’w Al

Do you "believers’ think that you will be left without Allah
proving who among you "truly’ struggles "in His cause’

Engaging in battle against other nations is one matter, but undertaking
jihad against one’s own people is a significantly greater trial. Allah, the
Almighty, intends to test you even in this.

J"'/az/’ ¥ 59, .E/i//

3&&-;554“3 ‘%‘Uﬂupuﬂb NELAP N

And never takes trusted allies other than Allah, His
Messenger, or the believers?

Unless these alluring bonds of worldly relationships are severed by the
sword of faith, how can the sincerity of your devotion to Allah and His

Deen be genuinely proven?
)

» /5..[.'-3@:./ ﬂm‘
And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.

Ayat 17 to 24
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Al-Tawbah 9
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Ayah 17:
152 17N s R 2% 25 o
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It is not for the polytheists to maintain the mosques of

Allah while they openly profess disbelief.

These mosques are the houses of Allah, and the Ka'bah is His House—
the ultimate center of Zawhid. Yet, the Quraysh persist openly in disbelief
while arrogantly claiming custodianship of Allah’s House. How can such
enemies of Allah hold any rightful claim over His mosques?

ﬁ . Lo §J 2% 5 . - Ard 9
ISR LI Pt RSN
Their deeds are void, and they will be in the Fire forever.

The maintenance of the Ka'bah and the service of pilgrims—acts over
which the polytheists of Makkah proudly boast—hold no value in the
sight of Allah without faith. Due to their disbelief, Allah has rendered all
their deeds null and void.

Ayah 18:

>
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The mosques of Allah should only be maintained by those
who believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish prayer, pay
alms-tax, and fear none but Allah.

It is right to hope that they will be among the "truly” guided.

Ayah 19:
2331 3 4G A1 G 15801 gl zs)[..:- (_w igE. 23asT
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Al-Tawbah 10

Do you "pagans’ consider providing the pilgrims with water
and maintaining the Sacred Mosque as equal to believing in
Allah and the Last Day and struggling in the cause of Allah?

The polytheists of Makkah take great pride in maintaining the Ka'bah
and performing acts of service, such as providing water to pilgrims. Yet,
can these deeds ever compare to faith in Allah, belief in the Hereafter,
and jihad in the path of Allah?

P ] L a3 o\ M Lo L~
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They are not equal in Allah’s sight. And Allah does not
guide the wrongdoing people.

Ayah 20:
27y 227 5/ »!J s P2 Pad /‘ -2 .ﬁ/
P2V guid) 3 2ell3h bww@\,’ L 313556 513851 Gagd)
g - Leos 2
"4l (e 4555

Those who have believed, emigrated, and strived in the

cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives are greater in
rank in the sight of Allah.

It is they who will triumph.

Ayah 21:

)
o e,

© ide 5 5 %»@Jéﬁu‘w)gw%HW)M%
Their Lord gives them good news of His mercy, pleasure,
and Gardens with everlasting bliss.

Ayah 22: »
6 510”2 & 276 -5 rae 2 !
©onkis 5 \zsuv.c-cw\u\ 103 ‘[@.c.gug,%a
To stay there for ever and ever. Surely with Allah is a great
reward.

The next two ayat hold immense significance in terms of their subject
matter and the philosophy of the Deen. As previously noted, some
Muslims were hesitant about the campaign against Makkah. A key reason
for this reluctance was the close familial bonds many of the Muhajiran
shared with the polytheists of Makkah. There remained a glimmer of
hope that these relatives might embrace faith. However, it had now

e [
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Al-Tawbah 11

become evident that an assault on Makkah would inevitably mean
confronting their own kin—brothers, sons, and fathers—even to the
extent of taking their lives. On a human level, this was an extraordinarily
difficult trial. Yet, Allah, the Almighty, intended to test the Muslims with
this ultimate challenge. These ayat, therefore, decisively and
unambiguously articulate Allah’s will and the core principle of the true
Deen in this matter.

Ayah 23:

I s~

152 e /V "t V.2 /V/ ~45 . 52 PR TEPL]
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e
O believers! Do not take your parents and siblings as trusted
allies if they choose disbelief over belief.

If any of you still harbors even a trace of affection for your disbelieving
relatives, it signifies that his connection with faith remains weak. Such a
person lacks the fervor and devotion for Allah, His Deen, and zawbid.

@O 25 8,6 2K a8 045
And whoever of you does so, they are the true’ wrongdoers.

Now comes the ayah that stands as the most significant on this subject in
the Quran.

Ayah 24:

’//5 2 Wz 2 ”./Z /5;£vf’// 5’£v/’/ 2y ?
15215 255k e8 5 553153 3 501405 45505 a5 ge ) ds
TSI ﬂy 535 05ag [A:vau,ws)[éﬁ’[a A5

s il el 5 13458 4,050 5 9345
Say, "O Prophet,” “If your parents and children and siblings
and spouses and extended family and the wealth you have
acquired and the trade you fear will decline and the homes
you cherish—"if all these’ are more beloved to you than

Allah and His Messenger and struggling in His Way, then
wait until Allah brings about His Will.”
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Al-Tawbah 12

“Allah does not guide the rebellious people.”

In this ayah, eight attachments have been enumerated, and it has been
emphatically declared that if the love for any one of these—or all of
them—exceeds the love for Allah, His Messenger At and jihad in His
cause, then such a person should await Allah’s judgment. The tone is
severe, one that sends shivers down one’s spine. Each of us should set up
a scale within our hearts: place these eight attachments on one side and
the love for Allah, His Messenger Algit, and jihad on the other. Then ask
yourself—where do I truly stand? As a man is well aware of the condition

[

of his self:  {Ssmad 4ud5 ¥ 2991 JIHAL-Qiyamah 14), through sincere
introspection, he will inevitabl); uncover the reality of his inner state.
Every Muslim must recognize this: if all his desires, affections, and
obligations—whether toward his spouse, children, or even himself—are
subordinate to the love for Allah, His Messenger sk, and jihad, then
his faith is genuine and firmly rooted. However, if the love for even one
of these eight attachments rises above, it signals the disintegration of
tawhid and the emergence of shirk. Allama Igbal expresses this
philosophy in his verse as follows:

/:;g;:ﬁ/,{;; ;:Ju}dl.,:
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These riches of the world, these ties of blood and
connection,

Are mere idols of delusion—there is none worthy of
worship but Allah!

The eight attachments mentioned in this ayah can be categorized into
two groups: the first five relate to “ties of blood and connection,” while
the last three represent “worldly wealth” in its various forms. Allama
Igbal insightfully remarks that these attachments hold no true essence;
they are merely idols born of our illusions and misconceptions. Until
these idols are shattered by the sword of AR Y, the banner of tawhid
cannot be raised in the depths of a believer’s heart.

The discourse spanning the second and third sections, revealed before
Ramadhan in 8 AH, concludes here. With the commencement of the
fourth section, the narrative reconnects with the surah’s opening six ayat.
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